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and the Spaniards agreed that it would have been
better " had she not been put to open death, but
privily ".
But Davidson knew Elizabeth too well. If he
were to oblige her by himself bringing about
Mary's death, either by poison, or smothering, or
in some other way, he could be quite certain he
would be made responsible. So he firmly refused.
Elizabeth signed the warrant. She left herself a
tiny loophole, for she gave no orders that it
should be sent off. Her ministers saw to that:
they jointly ordered its dispatch, and thus made
sure that all equally shared the responsibility
and the blame. The warrant being received at
Fotheringay Castle, the execution was carried out
at once. There, on yth February, 1587, in the great
hall, Mary, with perfect calm, laid her head on
the block, saying to her servants as she parted
from them: **' Now seer Mary Stuart's troubles
receive their long-expected end."
Her death ended the long rivalry with Elizabeth,
but the controversy over them never ceases.
She was forty-four when she died, and Elizabeth
at that time was fifty-three. Mary had used what
weapons she could, and the only ones available
were conspiracy arid murder. We know now,
when archives are thrown open, that neither the
Pope nor Philip were whole-hearted in their
approval of her. She had lost her good name
years before, and she never had any reputation
for wisdom. They treated her as a useful tool